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STORE OWNER, EMPLOYEES AND
CUSTOMERS INDICTED IN FOOD STAMP

FRAUD CONSPIRACY

PHOENIX, ARIZONA -- The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona

announced that on August 28, 2002, a federal grand jury at Phoenix, Arizona, returned an eleven count

indictment against NADIM AL-GAWARI (4/1/66), AHMED ALHADANI (7/7/73), KHALED AKRAM

HADI (5/12/68), DEMAN ZUBAR (7/1/73), AHMAD OMAR (1/1/50), AHSA IKAR (1/1/66), FATIMA

ABUKAR (1/1/51), and NAJIA KARIMI (12/13/64) all of Phoenix, Arizona.

The indictment alleges that the defendants were involved in a conspiracy to defraud the United

States of America by unlawfully exchanging food stamps for cash.  Defendant AL-GAWARI is the owner

of Almedina Market in Phoenix, AZ where the crimes are alleged to have occurred.  Defendants AHMED

ALHADANI and KHALED AKRAM HADI were employees, who along with AL-GAWARI, purchased

food stamps from customers charging between 5 and 15 percent to exchange the food stamps for cash.

Defendants DEMAN ZUBAR, AHMAD OMAR, ASHA IKAR, FATIMA ABUKAR, and NAJIA KARIMI

are food stamp recipients who sold their food stamps at Almedina Market.
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The federal indictment charges the defendants with violating Title 18 of the United States Code,

Section 371, Conspiracy to Defraud the United States of America and Title 7 of the United States Code,

Section 2024(b), Food Stamp Fraud.

A conviction for Conspiracy to Defraud the United States of America carries a maximum penalty

of 5 years, a $250,000 fine or both.  A conviction for Food Stamp Fraud carries a maximum penalty of 5

years, a $10,000 fine or both.

An indictment is simply the method by which a person is charged with criminal activity and raises

no inference of guilt.  An individual is presumed innocent until competent evidence is presented to a jury

that establishes guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The investigation preceding the indictment was conducted by the United States Department of

Agriculture Office of the Inspector General with assistance from the United States Secret Service.

The prosecution is being handled by Rachel C. Hernandez, Assistant United States Attorney,

District of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona.
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